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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: p. 24, bi. 4, 
change "creation a color" to -<;reation of a color— ;. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 65 objected to because of the following informalities: change "The method 
of claim 64" to -The system of claim 64—. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chan 
(6,342,952). 

Regarding claim 1: The structural elements of apparatus claim 53 perform all of the 
steps of method claim 1. Thus, claim 1 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the 
rejection of claim 53. 

Regarding claim 2: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 
of apparatus claim 54 perform all of the steps of method claim 2. Thus, claim 2 is 
rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 54. 
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Regarding claim 3: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 2. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 55 perform all of the steps of method claim 3. Thus, claim 3 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 55. 

Regarding claim 4: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 56 perform all of the steps of method claim 4. Thus, claim 4 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 56. 

Regarding claim 5: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 57 perform all of the steps of method claim 5. Thus, claim 5 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 57. 

Regarding claim 6: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 5. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 58 perform all of the steps of method claim 6. Thus, claim 6 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 58. 

Regarding claim 7; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 6. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 59 perform all of the steps of method claim 7. Thus, claim 7 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 59. 

Regarding claim 8: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 60 perform all of the steps of method claim 8. Thus, claim 8 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 60. 

Regarding claim 9: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 8. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 61 perform all of the steps of method claim 9. Thus, claim 9 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 61. 
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Regarding claim 10: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 9. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 62 perform all of the steps of method claim 10. Thus, claim 10 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 62. 

Regarding claim 11: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 63 perform all of the steps of method claim 1 1 . Thus, claim 1 1 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 63. 

Regarding claim 12: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1 . Chan fiirther discloses 

wherein said characteristics include processes for incorporating a plurality of colors on 

said pluraHty of color products (col. 8, hi. 37-45 and In. 57-62). 

Regarding claim 13: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1 . The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 64 perform all of the steps of method claim 13. Thus, claim 13 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 64. 

Regarding claim 14: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 65 perform all of the steps of method claim 14. Thus, claim 14 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 65. 

Regarding claim 15: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 14. The structural 

elements of apparatus claim 66 perform all of the steps of method claim 15. Thus, claim 

15 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 66. 

Regarding claim 16: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 67 perform all of the steps of method claim 16. Thus, claim 16 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 67. 



Application/Control Number: 09/93 1 ,678 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2626 

Regarding claim 17: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 16. The structural 

elements of apparatus claim 68 perform all of the steps of method claim 17. Thus, claim 

17 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 68. 

Regarding claim 18: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1 . The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 69 perform all of the steps of method claim 18. Thus, claim 18 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 69. 

Regarding claim 19: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 18. The structural 

elements of apparatus claim 70 perform all of the steps of method claim 19. Thus, claim 

19 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 70. Applicant only 

lists in the specification a spectrocolorimeter (p. 4, par. 48) as an example of a color 

measuring device! In Fig. 1 , item 7 is listed as a color measuring device; therefore, any 

color measuring device inherently can be used to perform the task. 

Regarding claim 20: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 71 perform all of the steps of method claim 20. Thus, claim 20 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 71 . 

Regarding claim 21; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 20. The structural 

elements of apparatus claim 72 perform all of the steps of method claim 21. Thus, claim 

21 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 72. 

Regarding claim 22: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1 . The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 73 perform all of the steps of method claim 22, Thus, claim 22 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 73. 
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Regarding claim 23: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 22. The structural 

elements of apparatus claim 74 perform all of the steps of method claim 23. Thus, claim 

23 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 74. 

Regarding claim 24: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1. The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 75 perform all of the steps of method claim 24. Thus, claim 24 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 75. 

Regarding claim 25: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 1 . The structural elements 

of apparatus claim 76 perform all of the steps of method claim 25. Thus, claim 25 is 

rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 76. 

Regarding claim 26: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 25. The structural 

elements of apparatus claim 77 perform all of the steps of method claim 26. Thus, claim 

26 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 77. 
Regarding claim 27: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 25. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 78 perform all of the steps of method claim 27. Thus, claim 

27 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 78. 
Regarding claim 28: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 27. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 79 perform all of the steps of method claim 28. Thus, claim 

28 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 79. 
Regarding claim 29: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 28. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 82 perform all of the steps of method claim 29. Thus, claim 

29 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 82, 
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Regarding claim 30; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 29. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 83 perform all of the steps of method claim 30. Thus, claim 

30 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 83. 
Regarding claim 31 : Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 30. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 84 perform all of the steps of method claim 3 1 . Thus, claim 

31 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 84. 
Regarding claim 32: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 28. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 81 perform all of the steps of method claim 32. Thus, claim 

32 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 81. 
Regarding claim 33: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 32. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 80 perform all of the steps of method claim 33. Thus, claim 

33 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 80. 
Regarding claim 34: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 33. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 81 perform all of the steps of method claim 34. Thus, claim 

34 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 81. 
Regarding claim 35: Chan discloses storing development information (manufacture the 
ink, col. 3, In. 55-57) in at least one database (Fig. 1, database software 22) set forth on at 
least one site processor (Fig. 1, central processor unit 4), said development information 
including characteristics related to development of a plurality of color products (col. 8, In. 
57-62), said development information including processes for incorporating a plurality of 
colors on said plurality of color products (col. 8, In. 57-62); receiving first color 
information fi-om a first color product development speciahst (col. 3, In. 51-54), said first 
color information including at least a first color (col. 3, hi. 51-54); identifying first 
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development information in said at least one database (Fig. 1, database software 22), said 
first development. information including at least said first color (col. 3, In. 51-54); 
receiving at least one physical characteristic of said first color product (ink formulation, 
col. 3, In. 55-67); communicating said development information using a global 
communication network between at least two color product development specialists (col. 
2, In. 65-57 through col. 3, In. 1-18); and using said first development information to 
determine whether said at least one physical characteristic is compatible with said first 
color (col 3, In. 55-67). 

Regarding claim 36: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 57 perform all of the steps of method claim 36. Thus, claim 

36 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 57. 
Regarding claim 37; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 36. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 58 perform all of the steps of method claim 37. Thus, claim 

37 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 58. 
Regarding claim 38: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 37. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 59 perform all of the steps of method claim 38. Thus, claim 

38 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 59. 
Regarding claim 39; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 60 perform all of the steps of method claim 39. Thus, claim 

39 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 60. 
Regarding claim 40: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 39. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 61 perform all of the steps of method claim 40. Thus, claim 

40 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 61. 
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Regarding claim 41: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 40. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 62 perform all of the steps of method claim 41 . Thus, claim 

41 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 62. 
Regarding claim 42: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 63 perform all of the steps of method claim 42. Thus, claim 

42 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 63. 
Regarding claim' 43: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. Chan discloses 
generating a visibly perceptible representation of said first color product in response to 
said at least one physical characteristic (col. 3, In. 55-67 and col. 3, In. 29-34 and 
customer has to approve the selected color in order for the next process to occur, col. 4, 
In. 4-11). 

Regarding claim 44: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 76 perform all of the steps of method claim 44. Thus, claim 

44 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 76. 
Regarding claim 45: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 44. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 78 perform all of the steps of method claim 45. Thus, claim 

45 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 78. 
Regarding claim 46: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 45. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 82 perform all of the steps of method claim 46. Thus, claim 

46 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 82. 
Regarding claim 47: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 45. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 79 perform all of the steps of method claim 47. Thus, claim 

47 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 79. 
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Regarding claim 48: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 77 perform all of the steps of method claim 48. Thus, claim 

48 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 77. 
Regarding claim 49: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 69 perform all of the steps of method claim 49. Thus, claim 

49 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 69. 
Regarding claim 50: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 49. Argimients analogous 
to those stated in the rejection of claim 19 are applicable. 

Regarding claim 51 : Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 74 perform all of the steps of method claim 5 1 . Thus, claim 
51 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 74. 
Regarding claim 52: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 35. The structural 
elements of apparatus claim 75 perform all of the steps of method claim 52. Thus, claim 
48 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 75. 
Regarding claim 53: Chan discloses a database (Fig. 1, database software 22) storing 
development information (manufacture the ink, col. 3, In. 55-57), said development 
information including characteristics (color information) related to development of a 
plurahty of color products (col. 8, In. 57-62); a first software facility (software package B 
20, col. 3, In. 51-54) receiving first color information (col. 3, In. 51-54), said first color 
information including at least a first color (col. 3, In, 51-54); a second software facility 
(software package A 12, col. 3, In. 39-42) identifying first development information in 
said database (Fig. 1, database soflware 22), said first development information including 
at least said first color (col. 3, In. 51-54); a third software facility (software package C 22, 
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col. 3, In. 55-60) receiving at least one physical characteristic of said color product (ink 
formulation, col. 3, In. 55-67); and a fourth software facility (software package C 22) 
using said first development information to determine whether said at least one physical 
characteristic is compatible with said first color (col. 3, In. 55-67). 
Reearding claim 54: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan fiirther discloses 
a communication network (col. 2, In. 65-57 through col. 3, In. 1-18) wherein at least two 
color product development specialists (printer customers, print buyers, packaging 
designers) communicate said first development information using said communication 
network (col. 2, In. 37-47 and col. 3, In. 1-6). 

Regarding claim 55: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 54. Chan further discloses 

wherein said communicated first development information includes a pointer to said first 

development information (col. 6, In. 65-67 through col. 7, In. 1-2). 

Regarding claim 56: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan fiirther discloses 

wherein said received first color information is in a first format (CIELAB, col. 5, In. 61- 

65). 

Regarding claim 57: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan fiirther discloses 
wherein at least one of said characteristics is a color characteristic (col. 7, In. 27-32). 
Regarding claim 58: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 57. Chan fiirther discloses 
wherein said development information further includes said color characteristic stored in 
a plurality of formats (col. 5, In. 63-65). 

Regarding claim 59: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 58. Chan fiirther discloses 
wherein said plurality of formats comprise at least one of visual spectral data, CBEXYZ, 
CIELAB, CIELUV, CIEUVW, color space, chromaticity coordinates xy, uV" and uv, 
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computer graphics triplets including RGB, CMYK, HLS, HIS, HSV and HVC, Munsell 
notation, Swedish Natural Color System notation, ColorCurve notation, RAL notation, 
Pantone color number, DIC color number, Color Marketing Group color name, and Color 
Association of the United States color name (col. 5, hi. 63-65). 

Regarding claim 60: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
wherein said first color information is translated from a first format to a second format 
(color can be expressed in different formats col. 5, In. 63-65 and col. 3, In. 51-54). . 
Regarding claim 61: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 60. Chan further discloses 
a communication network wherein at least two color product development specialists 
(printer customers, print buyers, packaging designers) communicate said first color 
development information using said communication network (col. 2, In. 37-47 and col. 3, 
In. 1-6); and said first development information being in a third format (col. 5, In. 63-65) 
in response to at least one characteristic corresponding to at least one of said at least two 
color product development specialists (printer customers, print buyers, packaging 
designers), and wherein said characteristic (color information) is a characteristic of a 
device (display) used by at least one of said at least two color product development 
specialists (printer customers, print buyers, packaging designers) to generate a visibly 
perceptible representation of said first color (col. 6, In. 42-55). 

Regarding claim 62: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 61. Chan fiirther discloses 
wherein said third format is said first format (any f 3 formats, col. 5, In. 63-65). 
Regarding claim 63: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
a fifth software facility (server 10) for generating a visibly perceptible representation of 
said first color in response to said first color informafion (col. 3, In. 29-34). 
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Regarding claim 64: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
wherein said characteristics include at least one substrate characteristic (col. 4, hi. 29-39). 
Regarding claim 65: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 64. Chan further discloses 
wherein said characteristics include an ability of said color product to resist at least one 
of water, solvent, acid, alkali, temperature, humidity, abrasion, crocking, bending, light, 
and ultraviolet radiation (col. 7, In. 27-32). 

Regarding claim 66; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 65. Chan further discloses 
a fifth software faciUty (server 10) for generating a visibly perceptible representation of 
said first color (col. 3, In. 29-34) in response to said at least one substrate characteristic 
(col. 4, In. 29-39). 

Regarding claim 67: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
a sixth software facility (automated dispensing equipment 24) for printing said color 
product using said first color (col. 4, In 4-11). 

Regarding claim 68: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 67. Chan further discloses 
wherein said sixth software facility provides for at least one of flexographic printing, 
offset printing, and gravure printing methods (print process, col. 4, In. 26-30). 
Regarding claim 69: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
wherein said third software facility further provides for using a color measuring device 
(Fig. 1, spectrophotometer 14, col. 3, In. 38-50). 

Regarding claim 70: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
wherein said color measuring device is at least one of a spectrocolorimeter, a 
spectrodensitometer, a calorimeter, and a spectrophotometer (Fig. 1, spectrophotometer 
14). 
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Regarding claim 71 : Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
wherein said second software facility fiirther provides for selecting said first color 
information fi"om a plurality of retrievable samples located in at least one electronic color 
library (col. 4, b. . 59-67 through col 5, In. 1-9). 

Regarding claim 72: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 71. Chan further discloses 
wherein said at least one electronic color library (col 4, hi. 59-67 through col. 5, In. 1-9) 
is set forth on at least one site processor (Fig. 1, computer processor 4). 
Regarding claim 73: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
a global communication network for communicating said first color information (col. 2, 
In. 65-67 through col. 3, In. 1-7). 

Regarding claim 74: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 73. Chan further discloses 
wherein said global communication network is the Internet (col. 2, In. 65-67 through col. 
3,ln.l-7). ^ 

Regarding claim 75; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
a direct dial-up connection for communicating said first color information (direct dial-up 
is an inherent option of Internet connection of a user). 

Regarding claim 76: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 53. Chan further discloses 
access to said database to at least two color product development specialists (col. 4, In. 
39-44). 

Regarding claim 77; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 76. Chan further discloses 
wherein said at least two color product development specialists include at least one of a 
customer, a designer, a color separator, a printer, and an ink manufacturer (col. 3, In. 10- 
13). 
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Regarding claim 78: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 76. Chan further discloses 
wherein said database comprises data entry display screens enabling said at least two 
color product development specialists to enter their respective contributions to said 
development of said color product (Fig. 1, color monitor 6 and 16 and viewing booth 8 
and col. 3, In. 10-13). 

Regarding claim 79: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 78. Chan further discloses 
wherein said data entry display screens provide choices in to said color product 
development specialists in response to said respective contributions to said development 
of said color product (col. 3, bi. 10-14 and col. 3, In. 29-37 and col. 4, In. 39-44). 
Regarding claim 80: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 79. Chan fiu^her discloses 
wherein at least one of said first, second, third and fourth software facility notifies said 
color product development specialists to stop development of said color product in 
response to said respective contributions to said development of said color product 
(software package A moves information back and forth between other components of the 
system, col. 3, In. 41-42 and the customer has to approve the selected color in order for 
the next process to occur, col. 4, In. 4-7). 

Regarding claim 81: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 80. Chan fiirther discloses 
wherein said at least one of said first, second, third and fourth software facility (software 
package A moves information back and forth between other components of the system, 
col. 3, In. 41-42) nofifies said color product development specialists to revise said 
development of said color product in response to said respective contributions to said 
development of said color product (determine if matching is desirable, col. 3, In. 3-7, col. 
3, hi. 10-13, and col. 7, hi. 13-20). 
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Regarding claim 82; Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 78. Chan further discloses 
wherein said data entry display screens (Fig. 1, color monitor 6 and 16 and viewing booth 
1 8) provide choices to said color product development specialists in response to said 
compatibility of at least one physical characteristic with said first color (col. 4, In. 4-11). 
Regarding claim 83: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 82. Chan further discloses 
wherein said at least one of said first, second, third and fourth software facility notifies 
said color product development specialists to stop development of said color product in 
response to said compatibihty of said at least one physical characteristic with said first 
color (software package A moves information back and forth between other components 
of the system, col. 3, In. 41-42 and the customer has to approve the selected color in order 
for the next process to occur, col. 4, In. 4-7). 

Regarding claim 84: Chan satisfies all the elements of claim 83. Chan further 
discloses wherein said at least one of said first, second, third and fourth software facility 
notifies said color product development speciaHsts to revise said development of said 
color product in response to said compatibility of said at least one physical characteristic 
with said color (software package A moves information back and forth between other 
components of the system, col. 3, In. 41-42 and the customer has to approve the selected 
color in order for the next process to occur, col. 4, In. 4-11). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
apphcant's disclosure. Gerber (6,689,035) ; Yon et al. (6,507,824) ; Johnston et al. 
(6,772,151). 
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